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Australian Privacy Principle 5 (APP
5): Notification of Collection of Personal Information
Australian Privacy Principles Principle 5 explains that
organisations must inform people when collecting their personal information.
Main Requirement of APP 5
When an organisation collects personal information, it must:
notify the individual at the
     time of collection, or as soon as possible afterwards
make sure the person
     understands why the information is being collected and how it will be used
Information That Must Be Provided
The organisation must tell the individual:
the organisation’s identity
     and contact details
if information was collected
     from another source
why the information is being
     collected
whether collection is
     required by law or a court order
what may happen if the person
     does not provide the information
who the information may be
     shared with
how the person can access or
     correct their information
how to make a privacy
     complaint
whether the information may
     be sent overseas
which countries may receive
     the information, if known
Example
A school collecting student enrolment details must explain:
why the data is needed
who can access it
how it will be stored
whether it may be shared with
     other organisations
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Identity Theft – What Can Happen
If someone gains access to your identity, they can:
Apply for a credit card
Open bank accounts
Apply for loans or financial
     services
Build up debt in your name
Claim government benefits
Apply for a driver’s license
Register a vehicle
Apply for jobs
Apply for a passport
Set up mobile phone contracts
How Identity Theft Happens
Loss or theft of important documents:
Passport
Driver’s license
Poor handling of personal or
     sensitive data
Risks of Misusing Sensitive
Information
Discrimination
Emotional harm (humiliation,
     embarrassment)
Damage to personal dignity
Signs You May Be a Victim of Identity
Theft
Unknown transactions on
     bank/credit card statements
Told you are already claiming
     government benefits
Receiving bills for things
     you didn’t buy
Being denied credit despite
     good history
Phone contracts opened
     without consent
Contact from debt collectors
     for unknown debts
Support & Information
Australian Competition and
     Consumer Commission (ACCC)
Scamwatch
These services provide:
Updates on scams
Advice on identity crime
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Legal

Copyright issues (sharing without permission).
Privacy laws (data collection by platforms).
Defamation risks from user-generated content.

Ethical

Responsibility for accurate information sharing.
Cyberbullying and online harassment.
Data ethics (how companies use personal data).

4. Trends in Digital Technologies

Artificial Intelligence (Al): Used for content recommendations and moderation.
Cloud computing: Enables large-scale data storage and sharing.

Short-form content: Growth of quick videos (e.g., TikTok).

Automation: Bots generating or distributing content.

Augmented Reality (AR): Enhancing user interaction with digital content.

5. Changes in Communication Technologies

shift from one-to-many (TV, newspapers) to many-to-many communication.
Rise of messaging apps like WhatsApp and Messenger.

Increased use of multimedia (video, audio, images instead of just text).
Faster communication cycles and shorter attention spans.

6. Information Distribution: Digital vs Traditional Media

Aspect ‘Traditional Media Digital Media
speed Slow (scheduled publishing) Instant

Ccost High production/distribution costs | Low cost

Control | Controlled by publishers/editors | Open to anyone

Reach Often local/national Global

Interactivity | One-way communication Two-way (comments, shares)
Summary:

Traditional media is more regulated and often more reliable.
Digital mediais faster, more interactive, but can spread misinformation easily.
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The impact of social networking technologies on traditional methods of
information publication and distribution, including use of mobile
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The use of mobile devices
Social, legal and ethical impacts

Trends in digital technologies

Changes in communication technologies

Information distribution in digital vs traditional media

1. Impact of Social Networking Technologies on Traditional Publication & Distribution

social networking platforms like Facebook, X (Twitter), and Instagram have transformed how information is created and
shared.

Key impacts:
‘speed: Information is published instantly rather than waiting for newspapers or TV broadcasts.

Accessibility: Anyone with internet access can publish content, no need for traditional gatekeepers like editors.
Audience reach: Content can go global within minutes.

User-generated content: Ordinary users now act as publishers (e.g., blogs, posts, videos).
Decline of traditional media: Print newspapers and magazines have seen reduced circulation.

2. The Use of Mobile Devices
‘smartphones and tablets (e.g., iPhone, Samsung Galaxy) are central to modern information sharing.
Effects:

Always-connected access: People can read, post, and share information anytime.
Real-time updates: Live streaming and instant notifications.

Content creation: High-quality cameras enable users to capture and share news instantly.
Personalised feeds: Algorithms tailor content to user preferences.

3. Social, Legal, and Ethical Impacts
Social

Increased global connectivity and community building.
spread of misinformation and echo chambers.
Changes in how people interact (less face-to-face communication).








